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PROGRAM BRIDGES GAP BETWEEN TRIBAL COLLEGES AND UM
MISSOULA—
American Indian students at tribal colleges are earning cash and college credit while
working as summer research assistants on projects such as whirling disease, mine reclamation,
botanical pharmaceuticals and child abuse.
The Bridges to the Baccalaureate Program at The University o f Montana-Missoula brings
12 students from three colleges -- Blackfeet Community College in Browning, Salish Kootenai
College in Pablo, and Dull Knife Memorial College in Lame Deer — to the UM campus each
summer. The program is geared toward increasing American Indian enrollment at four-year
institutions o f higher education, especially in the areas o f science and math.
Participants have the opportunity to experience life on a university campus while working as
research assistants in the laboratory and in the field. Projects are primarily in the areas o f biology,
pharmacy, psychology, math and computer science. Students participate in a research project for
six to 10 weeks, earning $5.75 an hour and one college credit. The program also provides room,
board and child care.
The program also offers weekly seminars designed to ease transition into a four-year
educational program. A variety of topics are covered including the Internet, financial aid and
transfer resources.
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“The students often are thinking about transferring, but are apprehensive,” according to
biology Professor Dave Bilderback, director of the program at UM. “It is a totally foreign
experience for many. This brings Indian students to campus in summer, so they can adapt and
adjust and learn about a large institution when things are quieter on campus.”
Since it began in September 1994, at least one-third o f the participating students have
transferred to a four-year bachelor’s degree program.
Other elements of the "Bridges" program provide an opportunity to enhance teaching at
the three colleges through what Bilderback calls a "two-way bridge." Tribal college teachers
may come to UM for their own research experience, and faculty from UM take their knowledge
to the tribal college campus as visiting teachers. This fall, a recent doctoral graduate in wildlife
biology will be placed at Blackfeet Community College, where he will teach a course in wildlife
management.
The Bridges to the Baccalaureate Program is funded through September 1999 by a grant
from the National Institutes of Health. Related costs such as housing and child care are covered by
the National Science Foundation’s Alliance for Minority Participation and UM.
For more information about the program, call Bilderback at UM (406) 243-4012; Ronya
Hoblit at UM (406) 243-2537; Michael Reed at BCC (406) 338-5441; Judy Gobert at SKC
(406) 675-4800; or Russell Lundgren at DKMC (406) 475-6215.
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